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Geneva, Ill., a division of Manitowoc Brinkmann Corp., has withdrawn its order for a pickup and a self-tilt trailer from the U.S. Army. The order came following a disastrous test with a prototype tractor of the company's "Piglet" design. Herschel said that the formal notice to
withdraw from the Army contract was received on March 27. The company has not determined the cost to the Army, but said it expects the amount to be negligible. The Piglet was developed in response to last year's order for a contractor to supply a self-carrying, self-hauling,
zero-turn, maneuverable, electrically powered, light-duty four-wheel-drive military truck. The Piglet was demonstrated at the company's facility for Army and industry personnel in late November. Herschel was one of three companies that competed for the truck contract, and
won the contract. The Army subsequently decided to award the contract to an existing contractor. The Piglet is claimed to be the world's first fully-electrically powered, double-cab, zero-turn tractor-trailer. The type is touted to be cleaner and more efficient than current
designs, and is powered by a General Electric 395-cubic-foot, 12-cylinder diesel engine. An Army spokeswoman said the company was in the process of determining how the contract award might affect the underlying contract. Jim Risner, chief executive officer of Herschel,
said the company's design goals were "far exceeded" during the demonstration. "It's a game-changer," Risner said. "We don't really need to develop more because we just want to be able to do it, and we'll have the capability to do it. "We feel confident that this will be a very,
very capable truck. It will do what we need it to do, and it will cost less than a conventional vehicle. We've essentially covered all the bases, and that's the most important part." Herschel entered the Army Truck competition with an experimental vehicle, Herschel said. The
company's entry
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